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EEPOfiT OF THE TRUSTEES. 



Ofkcb op the Tbustbes op the State Librabt, 

CoKCOBD^ October 1^ 1900. 
To His Excellency fhe Oovemor: I 

We herewith respectfully submit our biennial report, to- 
gether with the report of the state librarian. 

There is not|iing in the history of the state library during the 
last two years, as disclosed by its librarian's report, that is not 
properly praiseworthy. Economically administered, the li- 
brary has shown results altogether gratifying, in our opinion. 
It has amply proven its raison d^etre. 

The mtddng of the card catalogue necessitated a large aug- 
mentation of the library force. It will be noticed, however, " 
that we have so managed the matter as not to lead to a corre- 
sponding increase of expense to the state. This has been 
possible only by abstaining from the expenditure of the entire 
amount biennially appropriated for books. A library of the 
size and character of the State Library of New Hampshire, 
properly to keep in step with the times, requires all that the 
legislature has heretofore appropriated for the accession of 
books. The fact that we have spent less than the annual 
$6,000 does not signify that we have had no occasion for the 
use of the entire amount in this direction. Bearing in mind 
ihat the financial, as well as the educational, interests of the 
state demanded of us our most conscientious consideration, w€^ 
advisedly we trust, purchased fewer books than the healthy 
growth of the institution normally demands, to the end that 
the annual expense of maintenance would not be increased 
by our action in enlarging the cataloguing force. But the 
deficiency caused by the postponement of the purchase of in- 
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dispensable books for the more pressing need of the library 
(the catalogue), books, the permanent exclusion of which 
could not be excused, should be borne in mind by the legis- 
lature in making the appropriation for the purchase of books. 

We proceeded on the dictum that a well-catalogued, albeit 
small, library is much more useful than a large imcatalogued 
one. iTie opening of our doors to all citizens, whether in the 
capital city or without, has not been attended heretofore with 
the results legitimately to be expected, for the simple reason 
that the contents of the library are unknown to those debarred 
from a personal inspection. Manifestly, we can make its con- 
tents known outside of Concord only by a printed index or 
catalogue. A necessary preliminary step was the completion 
of the card catalogue. From this will be made the printed 
volume which will go into every local free public library in 
the state, in effect to make our great collection of books an 
adjunct to its circulating department. The saving of expense 
•to the local library (especially if the postal laws be so revised 
as to give to literature the advantage now enjoyed by printed 
trash) will be enormous in the end. It will save the smaller 
town the many dollars necessary to be expended for some 
standard technical book required by a few, although useless 
to the many: for the local library, finding such a work in the 
great central institution of our library system, may borrow it 
of the state library, thus saving its purchase price to be ex- 
pended in directions more generally popular and useful. 

In the many years of its existence, a state library though it 
has been, this institution ha^ practically been more a club 
library for the legal profession. Our point of view as to the 
purposes of its existence is much broader. Owing a duty 
to the bench and bar, which is to be acknowledged, we also 
owe, and are attempting to perform, a duty to the citizens 
outside of the legal profession: to the farmer, to the student 
of history, to the medical man, to the ecclesiast, to the archi- 
tect, to the mining, the mechanical, and the sanitary engineer, 
to the scientist, to the artist, and to the artisan. For it is the 
library of all, supported by the taxation of the whole state 
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rather than by a divisible portion thereof. The lawyer who 
may come to Concord must not enjoy privileges not possessed 
by the artisan or the farmer who must stay at home. If the 
latter is unable to come to the library, we must do our part 
in bringing the library to him. The printed catalogue will 
equalize all classes, giving to every one the advantages which 
he has a legal right to enjoy. 

In fact, this duty which we recognize that we owe to the 
state at large logically suggests a furi;her step in advance in 
matters periaining to the administration of the library system 
of the state. The fact that the public library system, supple- 
mental to the public school system, is now a necessary con- 
comitant of the latter in the proper educational preparation 
of the citizen for the duties which he owes as such, is already 
res adjudicata. The progressive library laws of this state 
recognize and enforce this idea. In the efficient administration 
of our public school systeni, we have found it necessary to cen- 
tralize, to establish a bureau having a general supervisory in- 
fluence over the local schools. Analogously, this system 
should apply to the public library movement. In short, it is 
the conviction of the trustees that the state library should bear 
to the local public libraries the same relation that the state 
superintendent of public instruction does to the local schools. 
The sphere for good work is enormous. There should be an 
officer, a state superintendent of publi9 libraries, connected 
with the state library and appointed as the state librarian is 
appointed, having in charge this important work. He could 
do a vast amount of good work, among the smaller libraries 
especially. like the state superintendent of public instruction, 
he could go about the state holding library ^^institutes,^* coun- 
seling and advising the administrative officers of the rural 
libraries, furnishing information as to books, methods, classi- 
fication, and other matters of library economy, possibly adjudi- 
cating disputes as to library sites, — ^making himself, in short, 
the guide, philosopher, and friend of every local library. He 
eould edit a State Library Bulletin, which might take the place 
of the expensive technical periodicals devoted to library 
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economy, besides serving as a supplement of the printed cata- 
logue, and being, as the latter will be, a model to be followed 
by the local libraries. Of course, the usefulness of such an offi- 
cer to the large city libraries is somewhat questionable. They, 
however, are well qualified to take care of themselves, generally. 
But the overwhelming majority of our public libraries are small 
institutions, without the resources to employ the services of a 
professional librarian. These are the ones which now suffer 
from neglect. The flourishing city libraries, with the means at 
their disposal, can afford to send their librarians or trustees to 
a distant conference of a library association; the small country 
library may not because it cannot afford the expense. And it 
is this struggling rural library which must be content with a 
non-professional librarian — ^the very one who needs the bene- 
fits derived from the conferences. They do not possess those 
advantages and that knowledge of the best methods which 
their co-laborers, the school teacherrf, enjoy and obtain at their 
district "institutes.** 

This recognition of the natural relation of the state library 
to the public library must come in time; we trust in New Hamp- 
shire first of all. For this grand old commonwealth has ever 
been a pioneer in the library movement. It is fitting and 
proper that the state which instituted the first state library, 
which granted the first act of incorporation for a State Library 
Association, which passed the earliest law permitting taxation 
for library purposes and the first law making such taxation 
compulsory, the home of the first free public library in the 
history of education, — ^in brief, the first state to recognize the 
proper functions and relation of the public library to public 
education, should be the first to put in operation a system 
soon to be universally adopted throughout the states, as we 
believe. 

There is another recommendation which we deem it wise to 
make at this time, trusting it will be found expedient to 
adopt it, if not at present at least in the proximate future: the 
indexing of our newspaper files. Just as it is necessary to have 
a catalogue of a library in order to ascertain its contents, so it 
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is necessary to have an index of periodicals in order to know 
the contents thereof. This is especially true of newspapers. 
A speech by some prominent person, the contemporaneous 
newspaper accounts of great events, etc., is sought: the lack of 
an index means that the searcher must spend days in examin- 
ing newspaper files; whereas, with an index, it would require 
a few minutes only. Law books and law periodicals are welj 
indexed and digested. The library has ample facilities in this 
respect for the benefit of the legal fraternity; but the student 
of events, or the legislator, is hampered in not having the 
proper tools with which to work. 

With the present library stafiE, it is impossible, of course, for 
us to undertake this work. It is a department by itself, requir- 
ing a special oflBlcer; one with an acute and accurate sense' of 
what is "news^* and what is worth while to index. It is not 
proposed that an experiment be tried. This has already been 
done in Massachusetts and has successfully passed beyond the 
experimental stage, to the credit of that Nestor of state libra- 
rians, the Hon. C. B. Tillinghast, librarian of the Massachusetts 
State Library. 

In the development of our historical department, we have 
commenced the compilation of what, in time, will prove to be 
valuable historical data: classified newspaper clippings, cover- 
ing what would otherwise be ephemeral, although valuable, 
items pertaining to the history (including genealogical and 
biographical matter) of New England. A news clipping bu- 
reau supplies us with clippings on these subjects at a small ex- 
pense. These clippings are classified, mounted upon durable 
paper, and bound when the collection on a given subject is 
suflScient to warrant it. In time, we shall have acquired a very 
treasury of historical data, which otherwise would have escaped 
notice and preservation. 

In conclusion, we earnestly request a careful consideration 
of the suggestions contained in the librarian's report, which 
fully covers those additional matters meeting with our entire 
approval and not specifically recommended in this report of 
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the trustees. Especially do we recommend that prompt action 
be taken in the direction of tinting the walls of the library. 

GEOEGE C. GILMORE, 
WILLIAM D. CHANDLER, 
C. EDWARD WRIGHT, 

Trustees. 
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Office of the State Librakian, 

Concord, October 1, 1900. 
To the Trustees: 

The librarian presents the following report of the work of 
the state library for the two years ending May 31, 1900: 

THE LIBRARY MOVEMENT AND THE STATE. 

One of the important purposes of government is the devel- 
opment of intelligent citizenship. In all civilized govern- 
ments we find at least two departments devoted to this end, 
the public school department and ^ the library department. 
The former department aims to develop the mind of the child 
along certain well defined lines to the end that he may become 
a citizen, honest, upright, and intelligent, capable of caring 
for himself and those dependent upon him, and at all times a 
safe element in the community. The province of the library 
department is supplemental to that of the public school 
department. It offers to the citizen the opportunity for a 
higher development of the mind, a broadening of thought, a 
greater knowledge of events, a better understanding of all 
that goes to make the man. 

There can be no question of the importance of the free pub- 
lic library movement to the state and its citizens. Already 
the results reached in the library field in New Hampshire 
demonstrate its value and compel the state government not 
only to continue the generous support which has been given 
in the past, but to press on toward the goal of perfection 
which lies in the ability of the library system of the state fully 
to serve the citizen. That ideal of perfection is as elusive as 
the dream of wealth; yet this fact must not discourage the 
state in its efforts. Its duty is clear. It must first establish 
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a policy that will be broad, generous, and productive of the 
best results; then it must support that policy freely, intelli- 
gently, and fairly at all times. No political manipulations, 
no personal enmities or desire of gain must enter into its acts; 
but it must rather be the free act of all its citizens. 

Thus will steady growth be maintained through the com- 
ing years. The goal will not be reached in this generation, 
perhaps never, but the results from year to year will always 
repay the effort and the expense. 

THE PROVINCE OP THE STATE LIBRARY. 

In the policy established by the state for the development 
of its library system, the state library must always occupy an 
important position. It is the parent library. Its methods of 
administration should be examples to be followed by the other 
libraries. Its shelves should contain the books that other 
libraries do not have for one reason and another. Above all, 
it should stand ready to ,help the smaller libraries in their 
sphere of usefulness, giving, to them advice, loaning to them 
its books, and, as far as possible, becoming the great central 
institution about which the public libraries of the cities and 
towns are grouped. 

Especially should this be so in this state. Its area is not 
large. Its communities are, and probably always will be, small 
in population. Its citizens, while well to do, are not as a rule 
wealthy. Certainly, as far as now appears, the public li- 
brary of no citj' or town can look forward to the time when 
it can do more than furnish to its patrons the standard 
works on each subject. For it ever to become a store- 
house of all works upon all or even many subjects is impos- 
sible. 

It is therefore the duty of this state to make its state library 
as far as possible a depository of all books which are not to 
be found in the public libraries. Take, for example, the 
subject of science. The officials of the library should care- 
fully examine the books in this field and eliminate therefrom 
all works that would naturally find their way into the public 
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libraries and all others which they know to be inaccurate or 
but a repetition of other and better works. With this list 
so revised as a basis^ they should set themselves to spend so 
much of the appropriation each year as may be devoted 
to science to the perfecting of the scientific department of 
the library. The same method should .be followed in all the 
different departments; excluding only fiction, poetry, and 
general literature. When this has been done throughout the 
library, a firm foundation will have been laid for an institu- 
tion of vast power and usefulness. 

There is an additional and no less important duty, i. e., 
the making of these books accessible to our citizens. To be 
a depository or a reference library merely, serves a few peo- 
ple to a limited extent; the rest not at all. The state library 
is the library of our people. It is supported by them and 
for them. Each is entitled to enjoy its treasures in common 
with others as he enjoys the protection of our courts. The 
officials shoidd therefore see to it that rules are made so 
broad and comprehensive that they will allow the widest 
use of the books, both in the library itself and at the homes 
of the people. Seasonable rules, necessary for the proper 
preservation of the books and their seasonable return to the 
shelves, should be adopted; but those rules, which we have 
to class as "red tape,^^ serving no definite purpose except to 
make it more difficult to obtain a desired result, should be 
carefully avoided. Thus will the library be brought to our 
doors; at first urging, then tempting, and finally compelling 
all to take advantage of it. 

WHAT OUR 8TATE IS DOING. 

The state library of our state is already making rapid prog- 
ress along the lines above laid down. A continuous effort is 
being made to strengthen each and every department by the 
addition from time to time of those books, old and new, 
that will be of permanent value. The officials are keeping 
in mind the needs of the future as well as of the present. 
They are, so far as the resources at their disposal make it 
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possible, laying the foimdation of a great institution of learn- 
ing, which will fully meet the need of the coming years. 

By the plan of loaning books through the public libraries 
of the state, they have thrown open the doors of the library to 
all, and have invited them to avail themselves of its advan- 
tages. Already this Action has been productive of good re- 
sults. As the people come to know more fully the books 
that are here and the ease with which they may be obtained, 
there can be no doubt that the circulation of its books will 
become general throughout the state. 

With this statement of the ideal to be reached in the fu- 
ture, I turn now to the practical work of the past two years. 

ACCESSIONS. 

The number of bound volumes in the library on June 1, 
1898, as indicated by my last report, was 48,810. During 
the year ending May 31, 1899, 6,404 bound volumes, and 
during the year ending May 31, 1900, 6,845 bound volumes, 
were added, making the total number in the library June 1, 
1900, 62,059 bound volumes. The number of unbound vol- 
umes, exclusive of periodicals, in the library at the same 
date was 31,794, and the number of unbound periodicals, 
11,671. . 

By reference to the last report, it will be seen that the 
increase for the last biennial period exceeded that for the 
previous one by 524 volumes. This is especially gratifying 
when the fact is considered that less than seven thousand 
dollars was spent for books from June 1, 1898, to May 31, 
1900, while nearly ten thousand dollars was spent for the 
same purpose during the previous biennial period. 

At the time the library moved from the state house into 
its present building, it is estimated that the number of 
bound volumes therein, exclusive of duplicates, was not far 
from 32,000. Thus it will be seen that during the five years 
it has occupied its new quarters, the number of its bound 
volumes has been very nearly doubled. 

Again, the average increase per year during the past four 
years has been 6,4^3. Assuming that the increase will not 
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lessen in the next ten years, we find that at the end of that 
period, or June 1, 1910, the present number of bound vol- 
umes will again be more than doubled. 

It is true that these figures may mean much or little; but 
in this case, the} certainly argue well for the future of the 
institution. Every book that has been placed in the library 
is there for a definite purpose. The officials have avoided 
to the greatest extent possible the accepting of boojcs which 
appear to be of no use except to fill the shelves of the library. 
It may be truthfully said that the 62,000 volumes now upon 
the shelves represent value; that every volume is one likely 
to be called for and sure to furnish material aid to some 
one. With the present policy continued during the coming 
years, the growth of the library must be healthy and progres- 
sive and in the direction of a great literary institution for all 
our people. 

LAW DEPARTMENT. 

On June 1, 1900, the books classed as law books numbered 
a little over 18,000 volumes. The policy in this department 
is (1) to keep all sets of law reports and legal periodicals 
upon the shelves complete; (2) to buy all current legal text- 
books that prove valuable; and (3) to buy such legal publica- 
tions, published in the past, as will strengthen the whole 
collection and make it answerable to every call. 

The principal purchase under the last clause during the 
last biennial period has been the law reports of Upper Canada. 
The library has needed these reports very much, but has 
never seen its way clear to purchase them at the prices at 
which they were held. During the spring of the present 
year, however, the opportunity was oflEered to purchase a 
set at about one third off the former price, and the officials 
glndly availed themselves of it. 

One of the most valuable additions to the law department 
during the past two years has been a set of the statements 
of cases and briefs of counsel in those suits which have 
been carried to the law term of our court upon questions of 
law. This set consists of over two hundred volumes and la 
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practically complete from 1849 to date. A card index of 
the names of all cases has been made so that it is easy to 
tiim quickly to the papers in any case during the above 
period. 

This department continues fully to meet the demands upon 
it, and its use by the legal profession is constantly increasing. 
The simplicity of the arrangement of the books enables a 
lawyer to find what he wants for himself in most cases^ and, 
as all are allowed free access to the shelves, the result is that 
the library officials are seldom called upon to aid people in 
finding books. 

None of the books in this department are allowed to be 
taken from the library building, except by state officials. 
This rule has been found necessary on account of the constant 
use of the department by lawyers from all parts of the state. 

HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT. 

This department includes history, genealogy, biography, 
and travel. It contains at the present time nearly 8,000 
bound volumes and 2,100 unbound volumes. Historical 
matter with reference to this state is very complete, careful 
attention having been given to the acquisition of all historical 
pamphlets as well as the larger volumes. The same method 
is gradually being extended to the other New England states. 
Our history has always been closely connected with theirs, 
and calls for their historical literature are nearly as fre- 
quent as for our own. 

Doubtless, when the collection for the New England states 
becorafes practically complete, a like attention will be given 
to the historical literature of the other states of , the Union. 
A1 present, accessions in this direction are confined to gen- 
eral historical works, such as state histories and the publica- 
tions of historical societies. 

The use of this department has materially increased dur- 
ing the past two years. The interesting study of family his- 
tory has led many to make an eflFort to find their line of 
descent from foreign ancestors in the books. Altogether, this 
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department proves of the greatest value to the people of out 
Ftate after the law department. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

As stated in my last report, this department contained 
nothing in 1895. Today, it contains over 4,000 bound vol- 
umes, 1,500 unbound volumes, and 4,300 numbers of un- 
bound periodicals. The medical profession of the state, and 
especially the Medical Society, has taken a deep interest in 
its development and has contributed much toward its in- 
crease. Special attention is at present being given to med- 
ical periodicals and the publications of medical societies. 
This is being done upon the advice of prominent physicians 
who believe it, to be a most valuable foundation for a medical 
library. As time goes on, the most important modem med- 
ical works will be added, thus bringing this department to a 
high state of eflBciency. 

RELIGIOUS DEPARTMENT. 

The chief effort in this department during the past two 
years has been directed toward obtaining the manuals, anni- 
versar}' celebrations, and other printed literature of New- 
England churches. Such publications are valuable not only 
from a religious standpoint, but also as historical material. 
AVhen, therefore, it is borne in mind that they soon become 
out of print and difficult to obtain, the importance of a deter- 
mined present effort to get them is apparent. 

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENTS. 

Details might be given of special efforts made in all the 
different departments of the miscellaneous library towards 
bringing them to a higher standard. Suffice it to say, how- 
ever, that the needs of no department have been neglected 
so far as the funds at the disposal of the library officials 
have permitted. The fact is kept constantly in mind that 
all departments must grow together, to the end that all will 
fully meet the requirements of our people. 
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PERIODICALS. 

The periodical list of the library has materially increased 
during the last biennial period. This is a matter of which 
there can be no backward step. Those periodicals of which 
we already have sets upon our shelves must be kept up or 
their value is greatly diminished, practically destroyed. To 
these must be added from time to time new periodicals, which 
for some important reason should be here. 

Periodical literature is becoming every year of greater 
importance. It opens its pages to the discussion of ques- 
tions upon all subjects. Much that afterwards appears in 
book form appears first in some periodical. It has been said, 
apparently with good foundation, that people are coming 
more and more to read periodicals to the exclusion of books. 
But as a rule, this class of literature is read and then thrown 
away. It therefore becomes of vital importance that libra- 
ries should use the greatest care in obtaining and preserving 
sets of all important publications of this character, and as . 
in this state the small libraries must confine themselves to a 
very few of the periodicals in general literature, it becomes 
the duty of this institution to attempt to cover fairly all 
technical subjects. This is being done, and today it is pos- 
sible to find in the library at least one periodical upon almost 
every subject. 

BINDING. 

The same policy has been followed with reference to bind- 
ing during the past two years as during the previous biennial 
period, i. e., to bind everything worthy of preservation as 
soon as all the parts necessary to make the volume are re- 
ceived. 

This is one of the most important administrative matters 
in connection with library work. The librarian who cannot 
from financial or other reasons keep the binding thoroughly 
up to date has much with which to contend. The proper dis- 
position of unbound volumes, as well as the prevention of 
the loss, the misplacement, and the mutilation of them, re- 
<quire constant attention. It is very probable that the library 
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which neglects its books in this regard will in the end find 
that the failure to have them bound has been a source of 
actual loss. 

CATALOGUING. 



or Since the last report, the subject-author card catalogue of 

To the library has been completed. In M^rch^ 1899, it being 

jcii evident that Mr. Denio alone would not be able more than 

to keep up with the accessions of the library, the trustees 
^liij voted to increase the cataloguing force by the addition of 

les- three assistants and the transfer of one assistant from the 

jji regular library force, the additional expense thus incurred 

jj^ to be met by curtailing the expenses in other departments. 

1^7 This course has proven to be a wise one. The cataloguing 

|j; force employed under this vote went to work with a will, and 

^^ in a little more than a year from the beginniDg of their joint 

work, every book in the miscellaneous department was repre- 
sented by cards in the catalogue. 

This catalogue is admirably adapted to the uses it serves.-^ 
It is made upon the dictionary plan, the subject and author 
cards being placed together in one alphabet. While no at- 
tempt has been made to go into all the bibliographical de- 
tails, it contains all material information as to each book. 
With it as a guide, one will readily find any book he desires, 
if it is upon our shelves. 

The catalogue at present occupies ninety card trays and 
about 87,000 cards have been used in making it. 

Work is to be begun at once upon the manuscript for a 
printed catalogue. This will contain a classed subject list 
and dictionary author list. It is hoped that it may be ready 
for distribution in about a year. When issued, a copy will 
be sent to every public library in the state for use by their 
patrons in the drawing of books from this library through the 
local public library. 

It is confidently expected that when this will have been 
accomplished, the loaning of our books will very largely in- 
crease, and that we shall thus be able to extend the useful- 
ness of the institution more widely over the state. 



Digitized by 



GoogI( 



19 i REPORT OP THB STATE LIBRARY. 

SHELVING. 

Two alcove? have been fitted during the past two years 
with a mezzo story and additional shelving. By the method 
employed the greatest shelf capacity of the alcove has been 
utilized, and we have been able to shelve all the books now 
in the library. The shelves are now once more becoming 
crowded, however, and it will be necessary within the next 
year to fit up more alcoves in the same way. 

There has also been placed in the main study hall a new 
double newspaper stack containing one hundred and sixty 
roller shelves, which will take care of the bound volumes of 
newspapers for some time to come. 

STATE NEWSPAPERS. 

Valuable additions have been made to this department dur- 
ing the past two years both by purchase and gift. A com- 
plete file of the daily "Monitor,^^ from its inception to date, 
preserved by the late P. B. Cogswell, a former trustee of 
this library, has been received through the generosity of Mrs. 
Cogswell. Arrangements are now under way which promise 
the completion of the file of the "New Hampshire Patriot'^ 
and "People and Patriot'^ from its beginning in 1809 to date. 

The preservation of local newspapers is of great importance- 
from their historical value; and the attention of the editors 
of our state is again called to the superior advantages oflEered 
by this library as a final resting place for their office files. 
There is absolute protection from destruction by fire or other- 
vise, together with the assurance that the files will be care- 
fully arranged, completed if need be, and bound in most 
cases. Here, they become accessible to every one for all time. 
Their future usefulness is assured. 

LIBRARY BUILDING. 

N'o repairs of importance have been necessary upon the 
building during the past two years and its present excellent 
condition is an indication of 'the wise judgment of the build- 
ing commission. 
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I desire again earnestly to urge that the attention of the 
legiskture be called to the necessity of tinting the walls of 
the main library room. In their present condition, it is 
almost impossible for one to work in the room for any con- 
fiiderable length of time without serious injury to the eyes. 
Then, again, the fine dust that inevitably rises in buildings is 
gradually becoming grimed into the walls, causing an un- 
sightly appearance. Altogether, I believe it would be a mat- 
ter of good economy in the preservation of the building to 
attend to the tinting at once. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE STATE. 

In connection with the card catalogue, there has been pre- 
pared a classed subject list of all books in the library be- 
longing bibliographic^lly to New Hampshire. The idea in 
preparing this list has been to furnish a foundation for a 
complete printed bibliography of the state, which I brought 
to the attention of the trustees in my last report. 

This is, I believe, a very important matter, and again I 
suggest the desirability of bringing it to the attention of the 
legislature and asking for a small appropriation with which 
to make a beginning. 

TOWN RECORDS. 

Nothing has as yet been accomplished towards saving from 
destruction the records of our towns. Even now it is prob- 
able that much of this valuable material has been lost or de- 
stroyed. Unless some determined action is taken at once 
for preserving these records, a vast amount of valuable his- 
torical material will disappear. 

I earnestly recommend that the legislature be urged to take 
action either as to the deposit of the original records in this 
library or as to the making of certified copies of them for 
preservation herein. 

CHEAP LIBRARY POSTAGE. 

A movement is on foot to ^ve to libraries the privilege 
of sending books through the mail at the same rates that 
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newspapers and periodicals are now sent, i. e., one cent a 
pound. A bill was presented to congress at the session of 
1899-1900 providing for this privilege; but it failed of pas- 
sage on account of the feeling that some of the present 
abuses of this rate should be eliminated before new things 
were added. There seems to be a fair prospect that such a 
bill will eventually be enacted. If this happens, it will prove 
of great value to this library in its eflEorts to send its books 
to the doors of the people of the state. It now costs an 
average of forty cents for sending books from and to the 
library. Under this bill, we should be able to furnish any 
book in the library to any one in the state at from two to ten 
cents actual expense. With such a low rate of expense, it 
would be possible for all citizens to avail themselves of the 
opportunity which we offer. 

EespectfuUy submitted. 

AETHUE H. CHASE, 
^ State Librarian. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1898-1899. 



LIBRARY BUILDING. 

Salaries $1,460.00 

Coal and wood . . . . 36.40 

Qas for lighting \ . . . 34.16 

Gas for fuel 31.30 

Electricity for lighting . 125.14 

Water 14.60 

Trucking 21.36 

SuppUes . . . 39.02 

Sundries 129.76 

Permanent supplies .... 44.49 

Eepairs ...... 22.18 

Furniture 2,660.92 





LIBRARY. 




Salary of librarian 




. $2,150.00 


Salaries of assistants 


, 


1,533.00 


Salaries cataloguing department 


810.50 


Binding 




1,402.88 


Books 




4,068.68 


Expense of trustees 




21.18 


Printing blanks 




333.01 


Printing reports 




702.07 


Periodicals 




501.41 


Freight 




108.55 


Express 




305.58 


Supplies 




268.07 


Postage 




266.31 



$4,609.21 
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Telephone $60.95 

Sundries 292.15 

$12,816.34 



$17,426.65 
April 22, 1899, received from treasurer $1.00 less 
than amount of bills 1.00 



$17,424.55 
May 10, 1899, received from treasurer $0.25 more 
than amount of bills .25 



$17,424.80 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1899-1900. 



MBKAKY BUILDING. 


Salaries $1,340.00 


Coal and wood . 






625.30 


Gas for lighting 






38.25 


Gas for fuel 






54.65 


Electricity for lighting 






96.07 


Water . . . ' 






26.55 


Trucking . 






67.80 


Supplies 






67.91 


Sundries 






114.64 


Permanent supplies . 






886.23 


Repairs 






468.92 


Furniture 






104.00 


LIBRABT. 




Salary of librarian .... $2,360.00 






1,360.00 


Salaries cataloguing department 




2,616.42 


Binding 




1,726.40 


Books .... 




2,864J91 


Expenses of trustees 




53.46 


Printing blanks 




347.04 


Periodicals 




612.50 


Freight .... 




48.86 


Express . . . : 




218.15 


Supplies . . 




619.40 


Postage . . . 




180.00 


Telephone 




27.30 


Sundries 


• 


• 


399.46 



$3,790.32 



13,413.90 
$17,204.38 



Digitized by 



GoogI( 



200 REPORT OF THE STATE LIBRARY. 

July 26, 1899, received from treaflurer $0.30 less 
than amount of bills $0.30 



$17,203.92 

MONEY FROM SALES OF STATE DOCUMENTS AND DUPLICATES. 

Balance on hand as per last report . . . $250.77 
Money from sales, June 1, 1898, to May 31, 

1900 1,468.2» 



$1,719.0& 
Paid out for books under law .... 385.64 



Balance on hand $1,333.42 
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LIST OF STATE LIBBAEIMS. 

OCTOBER 1, 1900. 
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LIST OF STATE LIBEAEIANS. 



LIST OF STATE LIBRARIANS, ALSO TERRITORIAL LIBRA- 
RIANS, OCTOBER 1, 1900. 



State. 



Alabama. 

Arizona Territory.. 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado , 

Connecticat 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho i 

Illinois 

Indiana 



Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts . 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi;.... 

Missouri 

Montana 



Nebraska 

Nevada 

New Hampshire ....... 

New Jersey 

Now Mexico Territory... 

New York 

North Carolina 



North Dakota. 
Ohio 



Oklahoma Territory.. 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 



South Carolina.. 
South Dakota.... 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West Virginia... 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 



Montgomery.. 

Phcenix 

Little Bock. . . 
Sacramento.. 

Denver 

Hartford 

Dover 

Tallahassee .. 

Atlanta 

Boise City 

Spi-ingfield .f 
Indianapolis . 



Des Moines..... 

Topeka 

Frankfort 

Baton Rouge.. 

Augusta 

Annapolis 

Boston 

Lansing 

Ft. Paul 

Jackson 

Jelferson City. 
Helena 



Lincoln 

Carson City. 

Concord 

Trenton 

Santa F4 

Albany 

Raleigh 



Bismarck. . 
Columbus . 



Guthrie 

Salem 

Harrisburg . 
Providence. . 



Columbia 

Pierre 

Nashville 

Austin 

Salt Lake City.. 

Montpelier 

Richmond 

Olympia 

Charleston 

Madison 

Cheyenne 



Namb of Librabian. 



Junius M. Riggs. 
Charles H. Akers. 
Alexander C. Hull. 
J. L. Gillis. 
Helen L. Grenfell. 
George Goddard. 
Thomas W. JefTei-son. 



James E. Brown. 
Mrs. 0. A. Gainer. 
James A. Rose. 
W. E. Henry. 
Hoyt MoClaln, 

Sup. Court librarian. 
Johnson Brigbam. 
Annie Le Port Diggs. 
Pauline Helen Hardin. 
Y. T. Michel. 
L. D. Cai*ver. 
Anne B. Jelfers. 
C. B. Tillinghast. 
Mary C. Spencer. 
F. W. Johnson. 
Mattie Plunkett. 
Jennie Edwards. 
L. E. Howey. 
Lou Guthrie, 

Sup. Court librarian. 
Lee Hdrdman. 
Eugene Howell. 
Arthur H. Chase. 
Henry C. Buchanan. 
J. Seguard. 
Melvil Dewey. 
Miles O.Sherrill. 

B. H. Bradley, 

Sup. Court librarian. 
F. Falley. 

C. B. Galbreath. 
Frank N. Beebe, 

Sup. Court librarian. 
George H. Dodson. 
J. B. Putnam. 
George E. Reed. 
Charles P. Bennett. 
J. Harry Bongai*tz, 

Sup. Court librarian. 
Nannie Montgomery. 
William H. Roddle. 
Jennie E. Lauderdale. 
C. W. Raines. 
L. P. Palmer. 
Hiram A. Huse. • 

W. W. Scott. 
Herbert Bashford. 
P. S. Shirkey. 
John R. Berryman. 
John Slaughter. 
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